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The cosmic gamma-ray horizon (CGRH) is by definition

the energy E0 as a function of redshift at which the optical depth due to EBL is unity.
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VHE region
30 GeV<E<30 TeV

Blazars: AGNs emitting at all wavelength
with energetic jets pointing towards us.

Emission described by homogeneous
synchrotron/synchrotron-self Compton model.

Sample and Synchrotron Self-Compton ModelsSample and Synchrotron Self-Compton Models

Quasi-simultaneous 
multiwavelength catalog of 15 BL 
Lacs (based on the compilation by 

Zhang et al. 2012).



SED Multiwavelength FitsSED Multiwavelength Fits

A one-zone synchrotron/SSC model is fit to the multiwavelength data excluding the 
Cherenkov data, which are EBL attenuated. Then, this fit is extrapolated to the VHE regime 

representing the intrinsic VHE spectrum. Technique similar to Mankuzhiyil et al. 2010.

PKS 2155-304 
z = 0.116

Variability time 
scale 104 s (fast)

1ES 1218+304
z = 0.182

Variability time 
scale 105 s (slow)Domínguez+ 13 on behalf 

of the Fermi collaboration



Optical Depth Estimation and Determination of the CGRHOptical Depth Estimation and Determination of the CGRH

Maximum likelihood technique with three EBL-model independent conditions:Maximum likelihood technique with three EBL-model independent conditions:

1.- The optical depth is lower than 1 at E = 0.03 TeV.1.- The optical depth is lower than 1 at E = 0.03 TeV.

2.- The optical depth is lower than the optical depth calculated from2.- The optical depth is lower than the optical depth calculated from

the EBL upper limits from Mazin & Raue, 07; especially 1 < the EBL upper limits from Mazin & Raue, 07; especially 1 < τ < UL(z) τ < UL(z) at E = 30 TeV.at E = 30 TeV.

3.- The polynomial is monotonically increasing with the energy.3.- The polynomial is monotonically increasing with the energy.
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Cosmic Cosmic γ-ray Horizon: Resultsγ-ray Horizon: Results

There are 4 out of 15 cases where our maximum likelihood methodology could not be applied since the prediction from the There are 4 out of 15 cases where our maximum likelihood methodology could not be applied since the prediction from the 

synchrotron/SSC model was lower than the detected flux by the Cherenkov telescopes.synchrotron/SSC model was lower than the detected flux by the Cherenkov telescopes.

Two other cases where the statistical uncertainties were too large to set any constraint on E0.Two other cases where the statistical uncertainties were too large to set any constraint on E0.
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Cosmic Cosmic γ-ray Horizon: Cosmological Dependenceγ-ray Horizon: Cosmological Dependence
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Cosmological Dependence: Assumed flat Cosmological Dependence: Assumed flat ΛΛCDMCDM
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The Hubble Constant from Different MethodologiesThe Hubble Constant from Different Methodologies
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Cosmological Parameters: Cosmological Parameters: ΩΩmm and  and ωω00
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SummarySummary

1.- The first statistically significant detection of the 1.- The first statistically significant detection of the CGRHCGRH

that is independent of any EBL model has been presented.that is independent of any EBL model has been presented.

2. This detection is compatible with the recent EBL direct detection in the optical,2. This detection is compatible with the recent EBL direct detection in the optical,

galaxy counts, and upper limits from gamma-ray attenuation.galaxy counts, and upper limits from gamma-ray attenuation.

This constrains the contribution to the low redshift EBL from faint or high redshift galaxiesThis constrains the contribution to the low redshift EBL from faint or high redshift galaxies

that escape to current galaxy surveys and any other potential contribution.that escape to current galaxy surveys and any other potential contribution.

3.- The detection of the CGRH allow us to derive the expansion rate of the Universe3.- The detection of the CGRH allow us to derive the expansion rate of the Universe

(the Hubble constant) from a novel technique using (the Hubble constant) from a novel technique using γγ-ray attenuation,-ray attenuation,

whose value is compatible with other rather mature techniques.whose value is compatible with other rather mature techniques.

HH0 0 = 71.8 = 71.8 +4.6+4.6
-5.6 -5.6 

+7.2+7.2
-13.8-13.8 km/s/Mpc km/s/Mpc

4.- The cosmological parameters Ω4.- The cosmological parameters Ω
mm and  and ww cannot be constrained with current data. cannot be constrained with current data.  
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